Appendix — Altered Landmarks — Part 2

Thus he said, The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom
upon earth, which shall be diverse from all kingdoms, and
shall devour the whole earth, and shall tread it down, and
break it in pieces.

And the ten horns out af this kingdom are ten kings that
shall arise: and another shall rise after them, and he shall be
diverse from the first, and he shall subdue three kings.

And he shall speak great words against the most High, and
shall wear out the saints of the most High, and think to change
times and laws: and they shall be given into his hand until a
time and times and the dividing af time.

But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take away his
dominion, to consume and to destroy it unto the end.

And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the
kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people
af the saints of the most High, whose kingdom is an
everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey
him.

Dariel 7:23-27

As discussed in Book 1, Daniel foretold a persecuting world power
that would seek to change the times — or obscure the time appointed™ by
God. In this book alone, we have seen two additional calendar
modifications — the Muslim calendar and the Gregorian calendar. With
the modification to the calendar made by the pagan Roman Empire,
which we discussed in Book 1, we therefore have three calendar
alterations that have been created by religious powers since Daniel’s day.

#** The Aramaic term for “times” in Daniel 7:25 literally means
“appointed times.” So the persecuting beast would seek to change or
thereby obscure appointed time. The parallel and subsequent vision in
Daniel 8 (an 1844 prophecy), says that the end of that timeline is a “time
appointed™. So it appears that part of the fulfillment of that obscured
“appointed time™ was a calendar that would temporarily mask the
appointed time for the Prophet’s martyrdom. In the context of Joseph's
earlier imprisonment, the Lord suggests that He allowed that change to
occur for His own purposes. Compare D&C 121-123, Alma 14:11.
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In the chapter *The Sixth Trumpet Amplified,” we saw the “time-change”
decreed by the Papacy in 1582 which, for generations, obscured the full
meaning of John’s 391-year altar prophecy.

These modifications to God’s method of reckoning time have blinded
many to overlook God’s most erucial acts: the Creation, the Atonement,
and the Restoration. However as Daniel had recorded, God foresaw, and
for his own purposes, allowed™" this propaganda to occur — perhaps so
that when the drama was completed and the truth was unveiled, all would
confess that His judgments were just.

The Gregorian Calendar obscures the Restoration

In 1582, Pope Gregory abolished the Julian calendar for all nations
subject to his authority. He replaced that calendar with the Gregorian
calendar, which was named afier him. The key difference in the new
calendar required an initial 10-day shift forward in the calendar (to catch
up to the vernal equinox) and the loss of a leap day each century year (i.e.
1700, 1800, 1900) except for those century years divisible by four (i.e.
1600, 2000, etc.).

Many nations refused to accept the Pope’s innovation. Great Britain
debated for almost two centuries before adopting the Gregorian Calendar.
Some delayed even longer. However, the Greek Orthodox Christian
churches in Asia Minor {(modern Turkey), those to whom John addressed
his Revelation,™® stayed with the older Julian calendar through 1844 and
well into the 20™ century.™’

By 1844, the original 10-day disparity between the two calendars had
grown to 12 days, due to the discrepancy in leap day observances. The
table below allows the reader to see how the 12 days® discrepancy
developed through the centuries.

In effect, the man-made Gregorian calendar temporarily obscured the
fulfillment of the prophecies that God's professed people would reject
and slay His messengers in June of 1844,

25 D&C 121:12-13

° Rev. 1:4

*7 The Greek Orthodox Church did not reform their Julian calendar until
1923, Their modifications were similar to the Gregorian Calendar with a
few minor differences. Although the Greek Orthodox Church declined to
use the Gregorian Calendars, the home countries of the Orthodox Church
eventually did. About that same time that they reformed the Julian
calendar, Greece and Turkey officially adopted the Gregorian Calendar.
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