The Promises Made to Our Fathers

o God is powerful to the fulfilling of all his words.

For he will fulfil ail his promises which he shall make unto
vou, for he has fulfilled his promises which he has made unto
aur fathers.

Far he promised unto them that he would preserve these
things for a wise purpose in him, that he might show forth his
power uato fufure generalions.

Alfma 37:16-18

In the early 1800°s, our forebears set off on a spiritual quest, faithfully
trusting to find the fulfillment of God’s latter-day promises. They sought
the restoration of Christ’s church, the arrival of his latter-day messengers,
and the gathering of covenant Israel — which were events that would
prepare Christ’s people for His return.

And it came to pass that when the angel had spoken these
waords, he said unto me: Rememberest thou the covenanis o
the Father unto the house of lsrael? [ said unto him, Yea.

The writings of early apostles David Patten, Wilford Woodruff, and
Parley Pratt reveal this common theme of prophetic expectancy among
many of those who joined the Church. Coming upon the message of
Christ’s restored Church was no surprise for them, the Restoration was
an event they had anxiously been awaiting and praying to see.

Others among that generation were also actively seeking to see God's
truth, yet failed to ‘see’ the kingdom of God. Regardless, Christ
promised, ‘seek and ve shall find, ask and it shall be given unto you.’
And, as this study will demonstrate, He fulfilled that portion of His
promise.

These Christians, who failed to recognize the fulfillment of God’s
word, nonetheless bore precious fruit. The ‘general religious awakening’
which Joseph Smith spoke of had stirred tens of thousands of Christians
from a slumber — and led them to seek God through study and prayer.
They came from every faith and creed, yet many were united in one
point. They taught and published that the Biblical prophecies in Daniel
and Revelation pointed to 1844,

"1 Nephi 14:8



These were some of the most esteemed and well-educated Christians
of their day. In vast numbers, doctors, architects, and pastors taught and
published their conclusion that God’s word would be fulfilled in 1844. It
was the favorite topic of discussion, and was pondered by farmers and
nobility alike. Being led partly by the spirit, and partly by worldly
wisdom, their teaching was therefore a mixture of scripture and doctrines
of men.

Like the Pharisees and Sadducees, they studied the law and the
prophets regularly, yet resisted the final conclusion the Spirit of God was
trying to lead them towards.

Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do
alwavs resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye.

Which af the prophets have not your fathers persecuted?
aned they have slain them which shewed before af the coming
of the Just One; af whom ye have been now the betrayers and
murderers:"

The wise men in Herod’s day also declared that the timing was at
hand, yet Herod and the seribes still sought to Kill the Son of God. When
Joseph was slain in 1844, a hush went through Christianity. Despite
Paul’s warnings, the Spirit was quenched. Prophecy was despised.
Valuable truths were discarded.

Ouwench not the Spirit.
Despise not prophesyings.
Prove all things: hold fast that which is good.™

The documents and sermons that had loudly proclaimed the prophetic
nature of 1844 were shelved, and silenced. As if on cue, the learned
pastors of Christianity began to discredit the study of God’s timelines, to
teach that all who attempted to pierce the veil of God’s timelines were
presumptuous. It was suddenly no longer acceptable to discuss matters
of faith at the dinner table. And a veil was guietly drawn over the
fulfillment of God’s word.

Centuries earlier, a similar cover up — intentional or otherwise —
occurred among those who professed to be God's priests. This happened
after or in response to Christ’s earthly ministry. Study of Daniel 9, the
chapter that reveals the precise timeline for the Messiah’s ministry,”’ has
been denounced and discouraged by leaders of Judaism.
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