God'’s Timelines are Certain
The Woman of Revelation 12

But there is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, and
maketh known.. what shall be in the latter days. Thy dream,
and the visions of thy head upon thy bed, are these;

—...in the time af these kings shall the God of heaven set up
a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom
shall not be left 1o other peaple, but it shall break in pieces
and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.

Forasmuch as thou sawest that the store was cul oul of the
mountain without hands, and that it brake in pieces the iron,
the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gald; the great God hath
made known to the king what shall come io pass heregfter:

and the dream is certain, and the Interpretation thereof sure.
Daniel 2:28, 44-45

Daniel and John both vouched for God’s reliability. They had
unshakable'™ confidence in the things God showed them — and that
history would unfold at the exact time and in the exact manner God had
revealed. John's conviction is found in the opening phrases of his record.

For example, in the opening breaths of the Book of Revelation, John
bears testimony that the things Christ showed him would be fulfilled.”™
In the following verse, he promises blessings for those who read, hear,
ponder,'™ and understand'™® those prophecies. According to the King
James translation, these blessings follow because “the time is at hand.”
However that translation dilutes John's prophetic meaning.

In this crucial preamble to the entire message of the Book of
Revelation, “the time is at hand” is a questionable translation of the
Greek terr?r‘}s kairos and engys, which actually mean “the timing is
certain.™’

'"* Compare Jacob 4:6

7" Revelation 1:1-2

'"* Instead of the KIV “keep™, NIV renders that term “take to heart” —i.e.
]Imnder. Compare Luke 2:19,

™ See JST, Compare Matthew 24:15

""" 1 refer the reader to the Greek term engyos (which derives from the
engys of Rev. 1:3). Engyos means puarantee, security, assurance and is
used once in the NT - in Hebrews 7:22. A closer look at several of the
Mew Testament passages which contain engys suggest that the term had
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In other words, John is urging us to read, hear, and ponder his
prophetic words, because the martyrdom timelines therein are vouched
for by Christ himself, Or, as Gabriel promised, “at the time appointed,
the end (i.e. fulfillment) shall be.”'™

Pitstop for Objections

A few readers may instantly object, and shout * Wait a minute!
John’s record is ‘the revelation of Jesus Christ,”'™ not the revelation of
Joseph Smith.”

If this issue is a concern, | would encourage the reader to stop for a
moment, and consider that Christ’s followers are called his “body”
throughout the New Testament.

In this vein, to injure any “member™ of Christ’s “body™ is equal to
doing injury to Him. Consider the following testimony from Paul’s
experience, drawn from chapters 22 and 26 of Acts, which shows what
followed his persecution of Christ’s followers:

Fam verily a man which am « Jew... taught according to
the perfect manner of the law of the fathers, and was zealous
toward God, as ye all are this day.

And I persecuted this way unto the death, binding and
delivering into prisons both men and women.

-..and when they were put to death, [ gave my voice against
them."™

And I punished them oft in every synagogue, and compelled
them to blaspheme: and being exceedingly mad against them,
I persecuied them even unio strange cities.

oo owent fo Damascus, to bring them which were there
bound to Jerusalem, to be punished,

And it came to pass, that, as [ made my journey, and was
come nigh unto Damascus about noon, suddenly there shane
[from heaven a great light round about me.

And [ fell unto the ground, and heard a voice saying unio
me, Saul, Saul, why persecuiest thou me?

And [ answered, Who art thou, Lord? And he said unto me,
[ am Jesus of Nazareth, whom thou persecutest,

another facet of meaning akin to “certain’ or *promised® which translators
have since overlooked.

" Daniel 8:19

7% Revelation 1:1

150 See Acts 7:59-8:1
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