The Mark of the Beast
Those who fight against the Lamb of God

And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud
voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive
his mark in his forehead, or in his hand,

The same shall drink af the wine of the wrath of God,
which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his
indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone
in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the
Lamb:

And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and
ever; and they have ro rest day nor night, who worship the
beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his
nawme,

Revefation 14:9-11

By way of context, the reader should note that the angel that warns of
the mark of the beast comes shortly after the angel having the everlasting
gospel, which announced the judgment of God. Also note that the
warning to those who have the mark of the beast is then immediately
followed by a reminder that true saints keep the commandments of God
(including love), and the faith of Jesus,'®

For centuries, people have speculated what “the mark of the beast’
might be. Recently, people have offered suppestions as imaginative as
tattooed barcodes on our skin, to electrical implants in our body. 1
suggest Christ’s actual meaning is much more straightforward, and
simplistic.

In the previous chapter, we noted that the distinguishing mark of
Christ’s true followers is love to the point of death. After considerable
study, 1 suggest that the mark of the beast is the exact opposite — hatred
or apathy, evidenced by persecution.

When Cain slew Abel, God marked him. Hateful or murderous
thoughts or deeds mark those who follow the tradition of Abel.
(Compare Matthew 23:29-35) Elsewhere in the New Testament, John
clarifies this issue as the distinguishing mark between the saints and
wicked:

189 Revelation 14:12
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In this the children of God arve manifest, ™ and the children
af the devil: whosoever doeth nol righteousness s not of God,
neither he that loveth not his brother,

Far this is the message that ye heard from the beginning,
that we should love one another.

Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew his
brother. And wherefore slew he him? Because his own works
were evil, and his brother's righteous.

Marvel nor, my brethren, i the world hate vou.

We krow that we have passed from death unto life, because
we fove the brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in
death,

Whasoever hateth his brother Is a murderer: and ye know
that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him.

Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down
his fife for us: and we ought o lay down our lives for the
brethren,

But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother
have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from
him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?

My lietle children, ler us not love in word, neither in
tongue; but in deed and in truth."

Hopefully, the difference between those who have received the seal'™

of God, and those who carry the mark of the beast is becoming clear
enough that little additional explanation of this topic is necessary.

Scme readers may misinterpret the meaning of these passages to
assume that, when in doubt as to which message is right, it is best to be a
neutral fence sitter. The LDS reader should be reminded that Christ’s
rewards are offered to those who are valiant. And in that context,
everyone should be reminded of Christ’s rebuke to the lukewarm
devotion among the Christians of Laodicea, Christ said, “I know thy
works, that thou art neither cold nor hot; | would thou wert cold or
hot.”"* In other words, stand for something.

Christ then warns that because those saints are lukewarm, he will
spew them out of his mouth. In the words of one pastor, he suggests that
Christ is implying that such laxity makes Christ ill, an idea which is
supported by Christ finding Peter offensive by not desiring the things of

" j.e. by this shall men know... The Greek phrase translated as “made
manifest” here actually means “made apparent.” It described the
distinguishing ‘mark’ between the followers and enemies of God.

11 John 3:10-18

"2 Revelation 9:4

*** Revelation 3:14-19
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