The "Abomination of Desolation” revisited

And verily I say unta you, the resi of my servants, go ye
Sorth as your circumstances shall permit, in your several
callings, unto the great and notable cities and villages,
reproving the world in righteousness af all their unrighteous
and ungadly deeds, setting forth clearly and understandingly
the desolation af abomination in the last days.

D&C 84:117

In Book 1, we explored the meaning of Daniel’s “abomination of
desolation,” which Christ encouraged those who follow him to
understand.'”” Tn short, the abomination of desolation is a repeat of the
rebellion in heaven — but this time, the rebellion occurs here on earth,'™®
In this chapter, we will quickly see that Daniel’s theme is echoed
throughout the book of Revelation.

As mentioned “abomination of desolation™ refers to rebellion against
God. Such rebellion would leave the rebels spiritually desolate. For
example, in Daniel’s prayerful confession on behalf of his people, he
clarified that rebellion against God's messengers was part of his concern:

To the Lord our God belong mercies and forgivenesses,
though we have rebelled against him;

MNeither have we obeyved the voice of the LORD our God, to
walk in his lows, which he set before us by his servants the

prophets. s

Since Daniel and Revelation are companion books, it’s only
appropriate that we should find the same abominable rebellion depicted
in John's imagery as well. So let’s examine a few brief passages in
Revelation to see how they shed light on Daniel’s “abomination of
desolation™,

And there came one of the seven angels which had the
seven vials, and talked with me, sayving unto me, Come hither;

17 Matthew 24:15
'** An ironic reversal of Christ’s prayer: “Thy kingdom come, thy will be

done, on earth as it is in heaven.’
% Daniel 9:9-10
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Twill shew unto thee the judgment of the great whore thai
sitteth upon many waters:

... And the woman was arraved in purple and scarled
colour, and decked with gold and precious stones and pearls,
having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and
Jilthiness of her fornication:

weodrid upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY,
BABYLON THE GREAT, HER QF HARLOTS AND
ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.

As most commentators agree, the wayward woman of this passage isa
symbol of God's covenant people who violated their covenant with Him.
The passage above clearly illustrates the first half (i.e. abomination) of
Daniel’s “abomination of desolation.” We will find the second half of
that term (desolation) shortly.

First, it is worthwhile to note that in this passage, John depicts the
harlot’s “abomination™ in the harlot’s hand and on her forehead.
Curiously, this placement matches the placement of the mark of the
beast.”™ If, as the author believes, the correlation between the
abomination of the harlot and the mark of the beast is intentional, then
what it that was so abominable about her thinking, or about the cup in her
hand? If Christ intended this picture to draw a parallel to the mark of the
beast, wouldn't one then expect her deeds to parallel those of the beast?

With those questions in mind, let’s now review the same scripture
again. But this time we’ll include the verses that precede and follow the
abomination, to illuminate what is so rebellious about her deeds:

And there came one of the seven angels which had the
seven vials, and talked with me, saying unto me, Come hither;
I will shew unto thee the judgment of the great whore that
sitteth upon many waters.

With whom the kings of the earth have committed
Jornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have been made

drunk with the wine of her fornication.
8o he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and

[ saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names
of blasphemy. having seven heads and ten horns.

And the woman was arraved in purple and scarlet colour,
and decked with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a

% Revelation 17:1-5

' As explored in the earlier chapter, the mark of the beast is directly
opposed to the love that Christ desired us to have for all his disciples.
While hatred and persecution of God’s messengers is the mark of the
beast, genuine Christian love is the mark of a true disciple.
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