The Homecoming

Vea, he that repenteth and exerciseth faith, and bringeth
Jorith good warks, and prayeth continually withont ceasing--
unio such it is given fo know the mysteries of God: vea, unto
such it shall be given to reveal things which never have been
revealed; yea, and it shall be given unto such to bring
thousands of souls fo repentance, even as it has been given
unlo us {o bring these our brethren o repentance.

Alme 26:22

[ ask some indulgence to bear my soul here. [ do so because | believe
shedding some privacy may benefit some of the pure in heart who are
called to serve,

Tens of thousands of our young men and women, along with
thousands of seasoned parents and grandparents, are currently serving in
the mission field. Most of us return home with the testimony that it is the
greatest experience of our lives, because it genuinely is. Yet for many,
there is an untold and unnecessary struggle that is rarely discussed.

The biggest challenge of my mission was coming home. Although 1
had served faithfully, my flight back to America was one of the most
humbling experiences in my life. At the airport, family members and
banners welcomed me at the gate. As happy as | was to see them, [
wanted to run right back on the plane and have another chance. Another
opportunity to reach the people. For although I loved my family fiercely,
it was difficult to face them, because throughout the flight home, Alma's
promise of bringing “thousands™ of souls to repentance was ringing in
my ears. And since | hadn’t measured up to that promise, [ prayed and
wondered if somehow I hadn’t been faithful enough.

This describes the unspoken homecoming that thousands of us
swallow as we step off the plane.

I loved my mission. | dearly loved the people | was called to serve.
My companions and [ struggled, prayed, and wept for and with them.
However at the end of my allotted time, when it came time for me to
return home, [ felt like a failure. And passages like Alma 26 deepened
that impression.

I came home with four things to show for my effort: greater faith in
Giod, a love for the people | had served, a heartache for those [ had been
unable to reach, and an aching acknowledgement that | had accomplished
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little among them. In speaking with other return missionaries over the
years, | know [ am not alone.

Months before returning home, in an interview with my mission
president, | confided to him the pain of being unsuccessful in reaching
the people. He paused and said to me, “Elder Nelson, I’ll only start
worrying about you when it stops hurting.” His words have remained
with me for over a decade now. And so has a measure of that pain. The
image of Christ weeping over Jerusalem is one that | am beginning to
understand. He truly loves his people. He still yearns to gather them to
his bosom.

And when he was come near, he beheld the city, and wept
over it.. ™

I suggest this is also how Christ feels about his missionaries, as they
trudge home with greater faith and love for Him, but with the heavy
burden of their own inadequacies. [ believe He wishes to embrace and
comfort them,

Come unto me, all ve that labour and are heavy laden, and
fwill give you resi,

Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for [ am meek
and lowly of heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls,

For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. >

May this chapter provide some consolation and explanation for those
who still misunderstand God’s promises to his servants.

When Prophecy Fails

In the first century AD, hundreds of thousands of Jews were shocked
to see their nation and temple destroyed by Roman legions. They had
been expecting a political Messiah to overthrow Rome. Centuries later,
during the 1840°s hundreds of thousands of Christians were devastated
when nothing of prophetic consequence appeared to happen. In both
cases, (God’s people were disappointed because they placed their
expectations in something they thought God had promised. These
prophetic *failures” rocked the faith of numerous people, led thousands of
Christians to discard all faith in God and the Bible, and likely led to
something similar among the ancient Jews.,

However, God does not lie. His word never fails. But as frail
humans, we frequently fail to comprehend His meaning. The early Jews
and 19"-century Christians simply misinterpreted God’s promises.

52 Luke 19:41
= Matthew 11:28-30
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