At the Time Appointed
Time Prophecy in Scripture

In the first year of (Darius'[ reign, [ Daniel understood by
books the number of the vears, whereof the word of the LORD
came to Jeremiah ihe prophet, that he would accomplish
seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem,

And [ set my Dﬁu-e unto the Lord God, to seek by praver and
supplication... 7

Daniel in Babvlon

Most of us have friends or family members who either don’t accept
the message of the Restoration, or don’t see a compelling reason why
they should embrace it. Hopefully, this book will help reinforce some
testimonies, and offer others a reason to seek one.

The core focus of this book involves time prophecies in the Bible that
highlight the Restoration - and more specifically the ministry and
martyrdom of the prophet Joseph Smith.

Time prophecies are a frequent element in Bible prophecy. For
example, in the passage cited above, Daniel was referring to Jeremiah's
T0-year prophecy to transition from his own “2300-day” prophecy a few
verses earlier to his “70-week™ prophecy in the next few verses. Daniel
was drawing upon Jeremiah’s time prophecy to illustrate the principle of
time prophecies. This book takes a similar approach.

The Purpose of Time Prophecy

Any loving father strives to prepare his children for life-changing
events. Our Father in Heaven cares for us in a similar manner. As
Daniel’s message clarified, God usually tells his children what to expect,
and when to expect it.

Initially, the notion of biblical time prophecies comes across as a
bizarre concept for many readers. Most of us are aware of the two
Messianic time prophecies in the Book of Mormon - Lehi’s 600-year
prophecy, and Samuel the Lamanite’s 5-year prophecy. But ocutside
those two exceptions, the notion of a prophetic timeline is foreign to our
way of thinking about God, or about important events. But as we will

¥ Daniel 9:2-3

20



soon see, the Lord’s use of time prophecies is more the rule, than the
exception.

If we quickly examine the five most pivotal events in the history of
God’s covenant people, we'll notice a clear pattern.

1) Deliverance from Famine — a dual 7-year prophecy through Joseph.*

2) Deliverance from Egyptian bondage — a 400-year prophecy through
Abraham.*!

3} Deliverance of the kln%dmn of Judah from its enemies, which
foretold the scattering”™ of the northern tribes of Israel — a 65-year
prophecy through Isaiah.™

4) Deliverance into the Promised Land — a 40-year prophecy through
Moses. ™

5) Deliverance from Babylonian servitude — a 70-year prophecy
through Jeremiah, a contemporary of Daniel, Lehi, and Nephi.*

6) The ministry and death of the Messiah — a time prophecy through
Daniel. This final prophecy foretold the greatest deliverance of all,
and was echoed through Lehi’s parallel 600-year prophecy. **
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The reader should note that each of these prophecies was also fulfilled
through the leadership of an appointed servant of God.

1) Israel was delivered from famine through Joseph.
2) Israel was delivered from Egypt through Moses.
3) Israel was led info the Promised Land through Joshua.

" Genesis 41

" Genesis 15

*? Note that God promised to gather these tribes in the latter days.
Jeremiah 31,

1 Isaiah 7

* Numbers 14

3 Jeremiah 29

‘* Daniel 9:24-27; 1 Nephi 10:4. Daniel’s time prophecy told the early
disciples precisely when to look for the Messiah. It may also have
assisted the wise men. Its meaning and fulfillment are explored in further
depth in Book 1.
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