One of the Plainest Books

The book of Revelation is one of the plainest books God
ever caused to be written.
Joseph Smith
General Conference, Aprif, 1843

For several years, | puzzled over Joseph Smith’s statement about the
Book of Revelation. Initially, it seemed like an oxymoron to place the
term *“plain” and the Book of Revelation in the same sentence. Until
recently, that sacred record had seemed like a collection of jumbled
images. But over the last six years, much of its message has come into
focus, and Joseph’s meaning has become more clear, Let me share a
parallel.

Seeing the Big Picture

Several years ago, when I was first courting the woman who is now
my wife, [ sent her a jigsaw puzzle with a message of my affection
written across the back of each piece. Since the puzzle was large and
quite complex, | expected it to take her several nights to assemble my
message, even with the picture on the box as her guide. However, when |
called her only a few hours after she had received the package, she
surprised me by thanking me for the message. She had quickly
completed the puzzle by adopting an approach I had not foreseen.

Rather than use the complex picture as her guide, she had noticed
there was a message on the back. So she turned each puzzle piece upside
down, and focused on the simpler and wiser task of assembling my
message. (Once she was well under way, her friends, who had at first
been intimidated by the large puzzle, quickly stepped in to help, And the
picture simply fell into place.

In a similar vein, the Book of Revelation presents us with such a
complex puzzle of beasts, harlots, timelines, seals, angels, trumpets and
plagues, that it intimidates most people from trying to explore what the
individual pieces might mean, or how they might fit together. On the
other side of the spectrum, others have invested their entire adult lives
trying to decipher the mind paintings John left for us, and in the process,
got so caught up in the visual palette of John's vocabulary that they
overlooked his message.
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| have found that my sweetheart’s approach to the jigsaw messape
works effectively with the Book of Revelation. [f we focus on God’s
end-time message, the images quickly fall into place.

Once we understand through the Holy Ghost that Joseph Smith was a
messenger of God, we have a key that unlocks the end-time prophecies of
Daniel and Revelation, For they testified of him.

The latter-day Restoration is the central message of John's prophetic
record. In that vein, Apostle Hyrum M. Smith, grand-nephew and
grandson™ of the martyrs Joseph and Hyrum Smith, wrote the following
about the Book of Revelation:

In the opening wards of the Revelation, John says, 'Blessed
is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this
prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein”
{1:3), but notwithstanding this promise, the book is commonly
left unread. The prophetic part af it is mostly regarded as an
unsolvable riddle. And to those who read ft, a multitude af
opinions concerning the meaning of the visions described
present themselves, until Apocalyptic exegesis appears to be a
Babyvlonian babble,

The reason for this confision is that the modern
interpreters have lost the key to the book, The Revelation of
John can never be undersiood by anyone who supposes thal -
the Church of Christ has remained in uninterrupted activity !
and development from its first organization tll the present
time.  That book was written to show that the Church would
conguer paganism, but that it would itself be driven into exile
and remain in abselute abscurity...and that then it would
again be established by messengers from heaven, preparatory
to the second advent and the Millennium. {f .rhfgjpwpme af
the book is kept in view, it becomes intelligible,

In addition to an understanding of the Restoration, there are other aids
that help bring clarity to the undercurrents in John’s message. The first [/ ./
of these aids is a general understanding of prophetic language.

For example, in the Book of Revelation, John speaks frequently of
heavenly altars, trumpets, and thrones. An understanding of the temple
imagery John is drawing from helps us see that these symbols are far

* Apostle Hyrum M. Smith was the oldest brother of later President
Joseph Fielding Smith, the oldest son of President Joseph F. Smith, and
the grandson of Patriarch Hyrum Smith who was slain with the Prophet
Joseph in 1844,

* Hyrum M. Smith & Janne M. Sjodahl, The Doctrine and Covenants.
Deseret Book, 1961 Salt Lake City, page 478.
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