God’s Candlesticks Slain
A timeline for martyrdom

And there was given me a reed like unto a rod; and the
angel stood, saving, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and
the altar, and them that worship therein,

Bui the court which is without the temple leave out, and
measure i wot; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy
city shall they tread under foot forty and twe months.

And T will give power unto sty two witnesses, and they shall

prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days
clothed in sackeloth,

These are the twa olive irees, and the two candlesticks
standing before the God of the earth,

oo And when they shall have finished their testimony, the
heast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war
against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them,

Revelation 11:1-7

From verses 3 and 7 of Revelation 11, we can see that after 1260
“days” of testifying, God’s two prophets will be slain by “the beast.” In
this passage, God has provided this symbolic timeline to help us identify
His messengers. So we clearly need to understand this timeline.

But to decipher the timeline, where do we look for its starting point?
For example, in Daniel § and 9, we had a royal decree to reckon Daniel’s
timelines from. Is there something similar here, or do we have to work
from a different direction?

To get us started, there are two points of significant value in the
beginning of Revelation 11. They both refer us back to Daniel.

Tread Under Foot

Revelation 11:2 provides a timeline of forty-two “months,” which
describes the holy city being “tread under foot™ by the Gentiles, This
timeline matches the 1260 “days” of verse three. In addition, its wording
clearly draws from Daniel’s 2300-day prophecy, To see this connection,
compare the following passages:
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Revelation 11

Then [ heard one saint speaking,
and another saint said unto thai
certain saint which spake, How long
shell be the vision concerning the
daily sacrifice, and the fransgression
af desolation, to give both the
sanctuary and the host to be trodden
under fool?

And he said unto me, Unto fwo

thousand and three hundred days;

then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.

But the court which is without
the temple leave out, and measure
it not; for it is given unio the
Crenitiles: and the holy city shall
they tread under fool forly and two
months,

And I will give power unto my
wo witnesses, and they shall
prophesy a thousand two hungdred
and threescore days. clothed in

sackeloth.

In both timelines, God's people and/or city are being trampled under
foot. This parallel could perhaps be shrugged off as coincidence, were it
not for the fact that Bible students have noted for centuries that
Revelation purposefully echoes and amplifies Daniel’s meaning.
Therefore, it is reasonable to view the termination of this “treading under
foot™ as a suggestion that both timelines are to be understood as ending at

the same point.™

Additional Evidence

Other verses in Revelation 11 confirm that the parallels between
Daniel 8 and Revelation 11 were intentional. In these verses, John is
speaking of candlesticks, the temple, the altar, and those who worship
there. John is pointing us towards temple worship, just as Daniel did.

More specifically, in verse one, the three things that John identifies as
being measured® are precisely the same things that, according to
Leviticus, were the focus of the annual cleansing of the sanctuary.*
Apparently, John was being shown Daniel’s vision of the cleansing of the
sanctuary, and was providing us another opportunity to understand its

meaning.

* This connection was suggested by several 18" and 19"-century
interpreters, and will be explored further.
® i.e. evaluated, judged — compare Matthew 7:2
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.. irodden under foot ... then shall the sanctuary be cleansed ™

Leviticus

And he shall make an atonement
for and he
shall make an atonement for the
tabernacie of the congregation, and
for !m!ﬁ anid he shall make an
L At he priests, and
forjall the people of the

And thiz shall be an everlasiing
statuie unto vou, to make an
atanement for the children af lsrael
Jor all their sins once a year. And
he did as the LORD commanded...™"

I

Revelation

And there was given me a reed
like unto a rod: and the angel stood,
saying, Rise, and measure h

[Lithem that worship therain
... treaed under foot...

Let’s review our findings. We obviously have a correlation between
Daniel § and Revelation 11 on several counts. First, Daniel 8 speaks of
persecution, and Revelation 11 speaks of martyrdom. Second, both
passages provide precise timelines. Third, both passages focus on the
temple, and specifically on the cleansing of the sanctuary. And fourth,
both timelines speak of God's city or people being “tread under foot.”

Now What?

Mow that we’ve identified a clear fingerprint match between Daniel
and Revelation, how are we to interpret this 1260-“day™ timeline?
George Stanley Faber, an English clergyman, a contemporary of Joseph
Smith, and a popular writer on Bible prophecy, offered a suggestion once
shared by thousands. He believed that the two timelines “terminate
together in the selfsame year...” and “that the period of 1260 days is in
fact the latter part of the greater period of 2300 days.”™ Based on the
connections between those two passages which we just explored,

¥ Daniel 8:13-14
* Leviticus 16:33-34
¥ Revelation 11:1-2

* George Stanley Faber, “A Dissertation on the Prophecies... Relative to
the Great Period of the 1260 Years™ (1807 ed.), vol 1, p. v. (cited in

Froome 3:341)
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