The Golden Altar

There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judaea, a
ceriain priest named Zacharias...

<..And it came to pass, that while he executed the priest's
affice before God in the order of his course,

according to the cusiom of the priest's office, his for was to
burn incense when he went into the temple of the Lord.

And the whole multitude of the people were praying
without at the time of incense,

And there appeared unto him an angel of the Lord standing
on the right side of the altar of incense.

And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear
Jell upon him.

But the angel said unte him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy
praver is heard,; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son,
and thou shalt call his name John.

... And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the
Lord their God.

And he shall go before him in the spirit and power aof Elias,
fo turn the hearts of the fathers fo the children, and the
disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people
prepared for the Lord,

..And the angel ... said unto him, [ am Gabriel, that stand in
the presence of God; and am sent to speak unto thee, and to
shew thee these glad fidings.

And, behold, thou shalt be dumb, and not able to speak,
wrttil the deay that these things shall be performed because thou
believest not my words, which shall be fulfilled in their season.

And the people waited for Zacharias, and marvelled that he
tarried sa long in the temple.

And when he came ont, he could not speak unio them: and
they perceived that ke had seen a vision in the temple...

Luke 1:5-24

The sacred experience that Zechariah received in the temple is central

to our study. First and most importantly, it testifies that Jesus of
Mazareth is the promised Messiah.

This passage describes the return of the angel Gabriel, centuries after
he appeared to Daniel to reveal the 2300-day and 70-week prophecies.

Gabriel’s long-awaited appearance to Zacharias illustrates that he

returned, or was now “sent,” to declare that one of the time prophecies
was about to be fulfilled in its appointed “season.” So the encounter
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between Zacharais and Gabriel in the temple confirms the reality and
import of Daniel’s Messianic timeline.

Law of Witnesses

Scripture has clearly stated that all things are to be established by two
or three witnesses. This is even the case for Daniel’s 490-year prophecy,
for that Old Testament timeline has its Messianic counterpart, its second
witness, in Lehi’s 600-year prophecy.'"’

The same law of witnesses applies to the Restoration. In the previous
chapter, we turned to the Book of Revelation, the companion to Daniel’s
record, and discovered a 1260-year martyrdom timeline that confirmed
Daniel’s 2300-year prophecy. Both timelines provide corroborating
testimony of the prophetic import of 1844. But Revelation also provides
a third witness, a third timeline.

Zacharias’ experience can help us comprehend this third timeline.
This additional timeline was uttered from an altar of incense, exactly
where Gabriel uttered his prophetic words to the father of John the
Baptist.

This other timeline is also found in the book of Revelation. And
although it is more precise in its timing than any other scripture, its
meaning is initially obscured for most Westerners. To understand John's
imagery, we’ll first need a better understanding of the ancient temple
Ceremony.

Gabriel, Trumpets, and Altars

There were two altars in the ancient temple compound. The first was
the altar of sacrifice located in the temple courtyard, where portions of
the sacrifices were burnt or poured out. The second altar was the golden
altar of incense hidden behind temple veils. On the Day of Atonement,
after the ram and the goat were slain, the high priest secooped coals from
the altar of sacrifice into a censer, and then entered the temple to burn
incense before the second altar — the golden altar of incense. This
progression from one altar to the other helps us understand the
progressive temple scenes between Revelation 6 and Revelation 9.

In Revelation 6, we see the martyrs under the altar — which equates to
the altar of sacrifice, where the blood of the sacrifices was poured out.
Then, in Revelation &, we see an angel progressing to the altar of incense,
which sets the stage for the seven trumpets of Revelation.'™

The seven trumpets are significant to the temple theme in the book of
Revelation because the Day of Atonement occurred during the seventh

"7 1 Mephi 10:4; 19:8; 2 Nephi 25:19
''"® Revelation 8:3-6
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