Historical Timelines

587 BC — Jerusalem destroyed by Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar
458/57 BC —Persian King Artaxerxes commissions Ezra to return to
Jerusalem

26/27 AD - John baptizes Jesus at River Jordan

622 - Mohammed flees martyrdom. The Muslim era begins.

1450 — Christopher Columbus is born in the merchant city of Genoa
which has extensive commercial ties with Constantinople.

1451-1453 - Johannes Gutenberg finalizes the invention of movable type
— making reading accessible to the masses. His first publication is the
Bible.

1453 May 29 — May 31— Constantinople is conquered and pillaged by
Muslim Turks.

1733 - Six years after Sir Isaac Newton’s death, a friend posthumously
publishes his manuscript ‘Observations Upon the Prophecies of Daniel,
and the Apocalypse of St. John.’

1752 — By decree of the British Parliament, the American Colonies
diseard the Julian Calendar for the papal Gregorian Calendar.

1754 — English Bishop Thomas Newton publishes his ‘Dissertations on
the Prophecies.’

1826-1830 the Albury Park Prophetic Conferences are held in Surrey
England, and spark the formation of the Society for the Investigation of
Prophecy. These events and organizations bring together the most
influential men and pastors in Great Britain and France to ponder and
discuss God’s latter-day prophecies. The consensus reached is that
God’s prophecies are about to be fuilfilled. Out of these discussions,
numerous prophetic works are published, which increase the general
public’s interest in the latter-day prophecies of Daniel and Revelation.
1827 — Joseph Smith receives the golden plates.

1831 — William Miller, a New York farmer, publishes his views of
Daniel and Revelation - claiming Christ will return in the 1840°s.

1832 - Joseph Smith completes translation of the Mew Testament, stating,
*great and glorious things are revealed.” This translation clarifies that the
1260 “days’ of Revelation 12:6 utilize the day/year principle.

1838 — Governor Boggs of Missouri issues the executive order known as
the extermination order, which authorizes the state militia to kill and
evict all Mormons from the state. The saints are whipped, raped, burned
out of their homes, and robbed of their possessions. Those who are not
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slain are forced to march hundreds of miles across the snow, to seek
shelter in Illinois. Scores more die of exposure. Meanwhile, the prophet
and apostle are imprisoned for months by the state in a cold damp cell,
and ordered to be shot by a military tribunal. To his credit, General
Alexander Doniphan refuses and publicly criticizes the unlawful order,
calling it cold-blooded murder.

1841 — Matthew Habershon publishes his conclusion that the Book of
Revelation points to June of 1844 for the fulfillment of the sixth trumpet.
1843-44 — In New England, Christian expectation for Christ’s return
reaches a boiling point, making headlines across the nation. Other
Christian scholars agree that the timing is correct, but suggest that the
foretold event has been misinterpreted.

1844 — In the Persian Empire — based in part on their reading of Bible
prophecy, pious Sunni Muslims look for the promised appearance of the
Mahdi, the promised end-time messenger from God. Apparently,
extremists within the Sunni branch of Islam hijack the Mahdi movement
for political gain in an abortive attempt to overthrow the Persian Empire.
(Akin to the sicarii movement which hijacked and perverted the
Messianic expectation in Christ’s day.)

1844 — June 25" — Joseph and Hyrum Smith willingly surrender
themselves at Carthage. There, Joseph makes a lengthy statement that
paraphrases and alludes to the 1844 prophecy in Revelation 9.

1844 — June 27" — Joseph and Hyrum are slain. Apostle John Taylor,
who was seriously wounded at the side of these two martyrs, declares
that Joseph and Hyrum have joined the martyrs under God’s altar.

1844 — June 27" — On the day of martyrdom, a leading Millerite
newspaper publishes Samuel Snow’s article, which is later accepted
among Adventists as “the light” at the beginning of the path that will light
their way along the path to the city of God.

1845-1848 — The Millerite / Adventist movement splinters into various
church bodies — and, except for the body which is now known as Seventh
Day Adventists, they all eventually reject God's inspiration of the 1844
movement.

1847 — LDS pioneers arrive in Salt Lake Valley,

1847 — the last hope for the fulfillment of Daniel 8 among Adventists,
Restorationists, and Millenialists ends with disappointment — and sadly
solidifies Christianity’s distaste for God’s prophetic timelines. ***

% While the most common interpretation of the 2300-year timeline had
been based on the 458/57 BC start date derived from the date in Ezra 7,
there were prominent writers and preachers who instead suggested a start
date of 453 BC for Daniel’s timelines. The 453 date was not derived
from dates provided from scripture, but instead derived from unspoken
assumptions that the Christian calendar was correct — and therefore that
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