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“Like most others who have

done the impossible, they
were dreamers.”

Peter Ebbesen, Danish immigrant 1868




- BACKGROUND -

Scandinavian History

Scandinavia, now an obscure region for most people, once
had a great impact upon world events. As early as 100 B.C.,
Scandinavian tribes clashed violently with Rome. The Cimbri
and the Teotones descended upon Italy in 113 B.C. and crushed
in succession each of the three Roman armies sent to halt
their advance. The ease with which these "barbarians"
defeated Rome's finest legions ignited great alarm and panic
in the Roman capital, as the Republic teetered on the brink

of destruction.

Having only vague goals, which led to indecision, the
invading tribes became distracted, divided, and eventually
destroyed by Rome's remaining armies. Relieved of the
present danger, the Republic never again breathed easily.

For decades Romans looked towards their northern borders with
unsettled apprehension.

EYE OF THE BEHOLDER

Human nature is such that with each conflict we prefer
to paint one side as the hero, and the other as the villain.
This account is no exception, for it clearly has its own
bias. Yet when reading early commentaries and established
histories of our forefathers, it would be well to note that
most of those accounts were written by their most bitter
enemies. If we had their own writings to stand in their
defense, we would be able to see them, and their foes, in a
different light, but their records have been destroyed or
hidden up.

Allowing our children to grow up dependent upon Roman
sources for a knowledge of our forefathers would be as
irresponsible as an American Indian chief trusting his
children to learn about their past through classic Western
movies. We all know who is usually portrayed as the "bad
guy" in Hollywood. Although we do not yet have a record from
our fathers, we still cannot afford to blindly trust the
tales of their enemies to form an opinion of them. As George
Jowett, defender of early British history writes:

"The Romans, who had ground so many nations under their
despotic heel, looked upon all nations with scorm as
inferiors, labeling every enemy as barbarian, no matter how
significant their culture" (92).

For the next few centuries Rome attempted to subdue and
conquer our forefathers in northern Europe, but the Roman
legions time and again were driven back. As the Empire






