RETURN TO DENMARK - LAND OF OUR FATHERS

In his struggle to provide for his growing family,
MATHIAS decided in 1856 to move his family to Denmark to earn
a better living. At about the same time, his sister ANNA
moved to Copenhagen, likely for similar reasons. By April,
MATHIAS was able to find work as a wheelwright in Store
Ajstrup parish in northern Jutland near Alborg, and his wife
and daughter joined him there shortly afterwards.

"Hear me! We've heard of Danish heroces,"
Let me tell of one more noble
"He'd traveled to Denmark alone,
...but changed his own fate,
Lived to be rich and much honored."

Beowulf, Lines 1,6,7,8
with one line added

The following year, on September 11, 1857, while still
in Store Ajstrup parish, MATHIAS and BENGTA were blessed with
another child - JENS CHRISTIAN MATHIASEN. Two days later he
was christened at home, suggesting concerns that JENS might
not survive. This time there were no relatives to witness
the birth of their child; only other laborers and new-found
friends, as they prayed for the life of their son to be
spared.

JENS' health improved rapidly, and within five months
he was strong enough for MATHIAS and BENGTA to move north to
Rodslet Manor in Vadum Parish (N.W. of Alborg). They must
have been content here, for they remained in Vadum Parish for
the next twenty-two years.

In the spring of 1858, more of MATHIAS's family left
Sweden. His oldest brother NILS also left for America, and
his parents moved to Denmark - perhaps to live with their
daughter, ANNA, in Copenhagen.

At this time MATHIAS' family was spread across the
world. He and his wife were in northern Jutland, his sister
and probably his parents were in Copenhagen, two of his
brothers were in America, and the rest of his family was back
in Sweden,

Each branch of the family certainly waited eagerly for
news of the others. Individual letters were probably
treasured. Those from JONS and NILS in distant America were
probably treasured above all for their news of the beckoning
opportunities across the sea. The Danish poet Jeppe Aakjaer
wrote:






