"Grandmother was a small woman and a sweet kind
person....Grandfather was a stern and honest man....They were
a happy couple, and very good to each other....Grandma and
Grandpa Nelson were always kind and sweet to us
children....We children sure loved them both....They always
went to church in a buggy, with one horse hooked to it, and
after church would always come to our house for Sunday
dinner....They were good Latter-day Saint people” (A.

Nelson, 1-2).

Most of all, MATHIAS and BENGTA had done what was
necessary for their family's future. A quote from Kristian
Hvidt helped me see more keenly and appreciate more deeply
what these two have done in our behalf.

"No doubt these hard-working immigrants, who turned the
United States into the world's biggest granary, must have
asked themselves a million times: Was it really worth it,
this exchange of my Danish past of poverty with this American
future of labor and toil? A Danish-American hymn has this
answer to the question of why these pioneers kept struggling:

'"That others may harvest where we ploughed
And be prosperous where we suffered.'"

(263)

BROKEN SILENCE

The greatest void of this saga, and that which is to me
the most tender part of their life's struggle, is that
MATHIAS and BENGTA never got to tell their own story. After
all they had sacrificed for their posterity, they could leave
no explanation, no encouragement, no blessing - just their
silent, vet resounding example.

As their granddaughter BENGTA WHEELER explained, "We
children could never talk with them, they could understand
us, but we couldn't understand them..." There were two
reaons for this communication gap. First, "Grandfather was
deaf in his last years, and it was hard to talk to him and to
make him understand." Secondly, "they spoke Swedish and
Danish", but very little English (A. Nelson, 1-2).

Since the grandchildren apparently weren't taught Danish
and Swedish, MATHIAS and BENGTA likely were among the many
Danish immigrants who insisted that in their family "Danish
be immediately dropped in favor of English for the sake of
speedy assimiliation...in their new country" (Hvidt, 264).
They quietly sacrificed their rich past for their
grandchildrens' (and our own) future.

Imagine how heartbreaking it must have been for MATHIAS
and BENGTA not to be able to share firsthand with their own
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