MATHIAS AND BENGTA

On January 12, 1826 - only three or four miles from the
moats of Kristianstad - a baby girl was born to the newlyweds

OLA JONSSON and PERNILLA SVENSDOTTER. Three days later, OLA,
the proud father, took his infant daughter to the parish
church in Viby for her christening into the Swedish Lutheran

church.

Family members had come from neighboring farms and
parishes to witness the event and to congratulate the new
parents, The infant's paternal grandmother, HANNA OLSDOTTER,
had received a special invitation - to hold her newborn
granddaughter during the ceremony - the honor reserved for
the godmother (the woman responsible for raising the child in
the Christian faith should something happen to the parents).

That day in the Viby parish church, HANNA OLSDOTTER
likely smiled proudly as the granddaughter she held was
christened 'BENGTA'. (Since BENGTA's father was named OLA,
she would be known as BENGTA OLSDOTTER.) As it so hapened,
BENGTA's grandmother would be called upon to fulfill her
responsibility as godmother thirteen years later.

Two and a half years later, on June 11, 1828, a boy was
born to another couple - NILS OLSSON and ELNA NILSDOTTER - in
the neighboring parish of Rinkaby. Four days later their
infant son, the fourth child of seven, was taken to their
parish church to be christened 'MATTIS', and was known as
MATHIAS NILSSON. On the ceiling of the Rinkaby church are
paintings which depict the everyday labors of the common
farmer. Only four days old, as he lay face up in PERNILLA's
arms, MATHIAS looked sguarely and unflinchingly at his future
of toil and hard work.

MATHIAS was likely named after his great-grandfather,
while both shared their name with one who history remembers
more often. Almost eighteen centuries earlier, a young
fisherman stood up in a group of about one hundred and twenty
of his closest friends and said:

"Men and brethren, this scripture must needs have been
fulfilled which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake
concerning Judas...

Wherefore of these men which have companied with us all
the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us.
Beginning from the baptism of John, unto that same day that
he was taken up from us, must one be ordained to be a witness
with us of his resurrection.






